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Survivor USS Indianapolis
United States Marine, Edgar Harrell recounts the tragedy of the largest casualty at sea in the history of the US Navy, in the sinking of the USS Indianapolis, the last ship to be lost in WWII.

The Indianapolis had delivered the components of the world’s first operational Atomic Bomb to our B-29 base on the island of Tinian, and was proceeding unescorted from Guam to the Philippines when she encountered a Japanese Submarine. The submarine fired 6 torpedoes hitting the ship with two. The ship went down in 12 mi.

Of the 1197 aboard some 900 made it into the water, leaving some 300 trapped and unable to abandon ship.

For the next 4-1/2 days the men of the Indy, lost at sea, would experience, dehydration, hypothermia, mass hallucination, while swimming in the shark-infested waters.  Only 317 would be rescued.

Ed Harrell has written a book “Out of the Depths,” telling of his experience.  www.indysurvivor.com 
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